
A Single Platform for All Real
Estate Needs 
When real estate leader Forest City Enterprises (FCE) undertook building the 52-storey New York Times
headquarters, the stakes were high—literally and otherwise. The interdepartmental team of geographically
dispersed construction, accounting, development personnel, partners and external vendors needed to 
collaborate. The collaboration needed to occur quickly and easily on the high-profile, large-scale project.
Indeed, FCE sought to manage all unstructured content across the entire enterprise, encompassing dozens
of concurrent projects.

FCE is a $8B company, recently rated by
Fortune magazine as the top publicly traded
real estate company in the U.S. Established
in 1921, FCE operates under three distinct
business units—commercial, residential
and land development—with a commitment
to building superior, long-term value through
a consistent strategic focus on projects in
markets with high-growth potential.

Intricately Woven into Business
Processes

“We had several point solutions but we
needed one solution that would create a
central repository for all ECM needs includ-
ing imaging integration with our SAP® sys-
tem, lease document management, email and records management, workflows, collaboration and docu-
ment storage,” says Ian Welles, Project Manager at Forest City. “We were also looking for software solution
that came with significant out-of-the-box functionality so we could deliver an ECM solution to our business
community in a timely manner.”

Open Text’s strong partnerships with SAP and Microsoft® were powerful drivers in the real estate giant’s
decision to go with Open Text. “We're at a point in technology where we look at strategic partners. It 
was time that we moved away from the one-off solutions and create a technology platform that can serve
the full lifecycle of the assets that we develop and manage. As a result, we selected a few strategic partners,
Open Text being one of them because their software not only manages documents, Open Text is a company
that has the holistic vision of document management, workflow, records retention, and collaboration,”
confirms Raj Patel, Chief Information Officer and Senior Vice President of Forest City Ratner Companies.
“ECM solutions will also be instrumental in helping us meet Sarbanes-Oxley Act Section 404 compliance.”

Livelink ECM is used at Forest City in three main categories: integration with other applications, content 
storage and collaboration. “The combination of these areas makes it one of the widest ranging applications
in our organization,” says Welles, “and one of the applications most intricately woven into our business
processes.”

A 52 Storey Building Project

The first internal customer at Forest City to roll-out an Open Text based solution was an interdepartmental
team involved with the development and construction of the 52 story New York Times headquarters building.
The rollout of an extranet powered by Livelink ECM with complex workflow functionality enabled efficient 
project collaboration for the business team which included the internal construction, accounting and develop-
ment teams as well as external partners.
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Business Challenges

• Create a single platform that can 
support the lifecycle of assets 

• Integrate with SAP and Microsoft 
products

• Ensure SOX Section 404 compliance

• Reduce paper heavy processes 
and paper storage

• Eliminate bottlenecks

• Free up Microsoft Exchange servers

Business Solution

Livelink ECM Enterprise Suite

Livelink ECM – Construction Management

Livelink ECM – Email Management

Livelink ECM – Lease Document
Management

Livelink ECM for SAP Suite

Livelink ECM – Vendor Invoice
Management

Business Benefits

• Improved construction collaboration

• Easy access to business critical 
documents 

• One central repository for content

• Visibility over document approval routing 

• Improved SOX Section 404 controls for
better governance and risk reduction 

• Streamlined email management

• Improved efficiency of business
processes

• Support for composite applications, 
content storage and collaboration
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Success Story

“We’re at a point in technology where we look at strategic
partners. It was time that we moved away from the one-
off solutions and create a technology platform that can
serve the full lifecycle of the assets that we develop and
manage. As a result, we selected a few strategic partners,
Open Text being one of them because Open Text not only
manages documents, Open Text is a company that has
the holistic vision of document management, workflow,
records retention, and collaboration. ECM solutions will
also be instrumental in helping us meet the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act Section 404 compliance.”

Raj Patel,
Chief Information Officer and Senior Vice President,

Forest City Ratner Companies



“The ability to use Livelink ECM for our New York Times headquarters
building project brings great value to Forest City. The construction team
has instant access to contract documents and notification and workflow
functionalities provide our staff with visibility over project status and 
document location. Overall, the solution greatly improved business
processes,” explains Welles.

Workflows Address Compliance

Advanced workflow functionality provides the backbone for the New York
Times building project and is soon expected to extend to all construction
projects undertaken by the organization. “We are leveraging the work-
flow engine of Livelink ECM and the document repository to build a
seamless and paperless business process for our project costing 
system,” says Welles. “We have integrated Livelink ECM with Meridian
Systems Proliance. This integration is unique to the construction industry
because it creates a composite application that uses a best-of-breed
approach to resolving construction budgeting and cost accounting 
business needs.”

The most significant benefits have been in time tracking, workflow 
bottlenecks, creating easy access to business-critical documents and
establishing the company’s disaster recovery solution for documents.
The greatest end-user benefits have been associated with having one
central repository for content and document approval routing accessible
both inside and outside of the organization. “Most importantly, the efficient
approval workflow process eliminates bottlenecks and dramatically
improves our Sarbanes Oxley Section 404 controls for better governance
and risk reduction,” confirms Patel.

Lease Document Management

As a real-estate company, Forest City needs to manage thousands of 
tenant lease documents. This process can become very paper heavy
requiring the Leasing Department staff to spend hours manually reviewing
leases page by page to find specific information.

“The ability to transfer leases into electronic format and enable search
functionality is a very important aspect for us. As a real estate company,
we are very paper-heavy. We have thousands of documents that we
decided to move into electronic format and lease documents are 
definitely our priority as they drive our business,” confirms Matt Ammiller,
Project Manager at Forest City.

A Livelink ECM – Lease Document Management solution has been imple-
mented at Forest City to provide electronic storage for lease documents
as well as easy search functionality. “If we need to find out what the 
co-tenancy clause is for a specific tenant across our entire portfolio, we
will be able go into Livelink ECM, conduct the search through a user-
friendly interface and then instantly retrieve the required information. This
ability will greatly improve our productivity,” adds Ammiller.

Paperless Accounts Payable processes

Accounting staff at Forest City were faced with an inefficient process of
receiving paper invoices, routing them for data entry, resolving problems
and reporting. In fact, most of the time spent on these processes is 
manual and very costly to the organization.

Their use of Livelink ECM – Accounts Payable for SAP Solutions allows
the department to benefit from the strong archiving functions of Livelink
ECM and seamless integration with SAP. The Open Text Vendor Invoice
Management Solution also creates a paperless Accounts Payable
process.

Email Management

Proliferation of email at Forest City was causing many end user mail-
boxes to exceed their size limit and consequently the Microsoft
Exchange servers were running out of storage space. “The primary form 
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of communication in the work environment is email. When the Exchange
server runs out of space, everything stops - no more email communica-
tion. We needed to find a solution to consolidate, compress and archive
email to simply keep the business going,” explains Charles Foley, Senior
Systems Administrator at Forest City.

To optimize the Exchange environment, Livelink ECM – Email
Management was deployed in four weeks. So far, the solution’s 
archiving processes have created almost 400 GB of space and
improved email performance dramatically. “Using Livelink ECM – Email
Management, we are able to free up our Exchange environment to 
better serve immediate communication needs while managing older
email content on our SAN storage system,” says Foley. “This combination
makes it a winning solution for end users in the retrieval of archived
email in addition to allowing the existing SAN system to be leveraged in
the management of email content.”

Construction Management

The next step for Forest City is the deployment of Livelink ECM –
Construction Management to aid in the administration of construction
projects. “Collaboration has become a necessity when constructing
office and residential properties,” explains Welles. “We are leveraging
Livelink ECM – Construction Management for construction collaboration
between internal stakeholders, external partners and vendors. With
increasingly distributed teams working together on our large-scale 
construction projects, we’ve found this a necessity for our business.”

“Managing paper based project files was becoming increasingly difficult
and because we are doubling the amount of information every year 
we needed a solution to manage, store and archive all information in
electronic format during the project lifecycle,” says Anne Cottam, Project
Manager in the Forest City Construction & Design Development
Department.

The company is looking to reduce costs by eliminating printing and
courier costs while increasing efficiency. “Livelink ECM – Construction
Management with its notification and versioning functionalities and 
permissions model will enable us to drastically improve our distribution
and reporting processes and take administrative tasks out of the hands
of our construction team,” confirms Cottam.

Forest City is also planning on capturing corporate record books—the
entity documents that govern the different properties the company owns
as well as loan closing binders—financial documents created as loans
are closed or sealed within certain properties. Future scope will also
include additional workflows, records management and enhanced 
integration with Microsoft Office. It will involve up to 3,000 internal users
and hundreds of external users.

Sales

www.opentext.com
sales@opentext.com

North America Sales
1-800-499-6544

International Sales
+800 4996 5440

Americas

United States
100 Tri-State Int’l Pkwy
Lincolnshire IL 60069
Phone: 847-267-9330

Fax: 847-267-9332
Toll Free: 1-800-538-7723

Germany
Technopark 2

Werner-von-Siemens-Ring 20
D-85630 Grasbrunn

Phone: +49 89 4629 0
Fax: +49 89 4629 1199

United Kingdom
Grosvenor House

Horseshoe Crescent
Beaconsfield

Buckinghamshire HP9 1LJ
Phone: +44 1494 679700

Fax: +44 1494 679707

Asia/Pacific

Australia
Level 12

65 Berry Street
North Sydney, NSW 2060
Phone: +61 2 9026 3400

Fax: +61 2 9026 3455

Europe

Copyright © 2006 by Open Text Corporation. Open Text, Livelink, Livelink ECM and Great Minds Working Together are trademarks or registered trademarks of Open Text Corporation.
This list is not exhaustive. All other trademarks or registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. Printed in Canada. S_M_BELLSS_E(0107)

Forest City — A Single Platform for All Real Estate Needs

If you’re an Open Text partner or customer, visit http://online.opentext.com
for more information about this and other Open Text solutions.

Open Text is a publicly traded company on the NASDAQ (OTEX) and the TSX (OTC).



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Subsample
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


