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It's been two years since the
economy peaked. Growth
has slogged back in recent
months under the weight of
war and the lingering tech
meltdown. But it feels noth-
ing like the 1990s.

Thankfully, it's only a
matter of time before
America's entrepreneurial
spirit prevails. It always
does.

The Investor's Business
Daily 100, which makes 
its debut today and will
appear every Monday,
reflects the innovation and
growth of America's leading
companies.

These 100 enterprises
aren't necessarily the
biggest operations, often the
overriding criterion in other
corporate rankings. But
they are dynamic.

They're generating robust
earnings and sales growth
despite the slack economy.
Other fundamentals, such
as return on equity and pre-
tax margins, are far higher
than the bulk of the thou-
sands of public companies
that trade in the U.S.

The smart money on Wall
Street recognizes their
value. Their share prices
have largely defied the bad-
dest bear market in decades.

Some of the names are
well-known, such as Yahoo,
the leading Internet portal,
and biotech pioneer Amgen.

But the ranking is not a
popularity contest or a
measure of which CEO can
bloat his balance sheet with 
profitless sales.

Behind the superior num-
bers, you'll find innovative
products and services.
Some companies are defin-
ing new industries. Others
stand far above peers in
mature businesses, thanks
to obsessive efficiency.

Near the top of this
week's ranking, you'll find
Biosite. Earnings more than
doubled last quarter, thanks
to a new testing method –
Triage BNP – that uncovers
congestive heart failure
before it kills.

Pixar revolutionized ani-
mated movies with its 
computer-generated charac-
ters. The maker of the cele-
brated “Toy Story” debuts
its latest feature in May,
when “Finding Nemo” hits
theaters.

Ryland is among the
nation's leading home
builders. Low interest rates
are opening the doors of
new houses to millions of
Americans. Ryland lever-
ages this trend with stock
buybacks, boosting the
value of the company to
shareholders.

IBD highlights key facts,
figures and headlines for
each company to give you a
quick idea of the source of
its strength. Subscribers can
log on to IBD's archives at
investors.com to find the
complete stories on many of
these firms.
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